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been permitted, but not in this Age of Kali? But the truth is that
much depends on the way we look at religion. And here there are
two points to be kept in mind. The first is that matters of religion
should be decided not by the intellect but by the heart, and the
second that we should not follow, in the name of dharma, the
opposite of dharma. You should know that the Oita can be inter-
preted so as to justify crimes. Bhima1 used his club against Duryo-
dhana2. If someone says that cousins are, therefore, free to regard
each other as enemies and kill each other, I would say that such a
person does not know how to read the Oita aright. This whole
matter falls within the province of the heart. My religion does
not trust reason; it trusts only the heart. I, therefore, pray that
you look into your hearts.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 30-3-1924

250.    MESSAGE TO "BHARATI"

[End of March 1924]*

The only message that I have for men and women of India,
but more especially for" the latter, is that of the spinning-wheel.
The non-violent movement is one to enable the weakest of human
beings to vindicate their dignity without an earthly protector;
Woman has been regarded as weakness personified. She may be
weak in body, but she can be as strong in soul as the strongest.
The spinning-wheel, with all its implications, is the weapon, in India
at least, of the strong in soul. The universal adoption of that wonder-
ful wheel robs Great Britain of her purely selfish interest in India.
It is only then possible for the connection between India and
England to become pure and predominantly unselfish, and there-
fore, for the good of the world. May the women of India adopt
hand-spinning as a part of their daily duty, and take their full share
in the struggle for the freedom of the weakest in body of our country.

From a photostat : S.N. 8618

1 The second and the strongest of the Pandava brothers
2 The eldest of the Kaurava princes, in the Mahabharata
3 The exact date  of   this message which    Gandhiji sent to   Saraladevi
Ghoudhrani is not ascertainable.    She proposed to start a journal  at  Lahore
in the third week of March 1924.    The photostat source is also located among
S.N. records and papers relating to that month.
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